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We are unto God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in them 
that are ſuved, and in them that periſh. To the 
one we are a Savour of Death unto Death; and 


20 the other of Life unto Life: And who is fu 72 


icient for theſe Things“ 
P try, that can ſpezk in the Apoſtle's Language reſpecting 

their ſeveral Charges--* If we enquire after the Reaſon, 
will not our Fears ſuggeſt that few like him approve themſelves 
in all Things as the Miniſters of God ? Particularly, in La- 
bours, in Watchinge, in * by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, 
by the Word of Truth 1, NC e who would not. think it 
worth his while to "i ”— be ſpent in the work of the Mi- 
niſtry, ſince if he may not, cannot prevail to ſave all to whom 
he is ſent, he ſhall be a ſweet Savour unto God in them that 
perith. 

I make no doubt, the leaf in the ſacred Mi nifty (mg 
called of God as was Haren) may thro? the Aſſiſtances of the 
Jo! y Spirit be thus acceptable with God, for the lake 
riſt his Son. | 


ERHAPS there are but very few in the ſacred Miniſ- 


of Jeſus 


4 _ 
Where God gives * one Talent, he wil be well pleaſed 


with the juſt Improvement of that. And no doubt the Miniſter. 
that compared with many of his Brethren has but one Talent; 


ein the faithful Improvement of it, may have as good Evi- 
dence of his Acceptance with God, as any of his Brethren, 

whoſe Labours and Serviceableneſs fully anſwer to their ſupe- 
rior Endowments. 

But if to our final Acceptance with God, it were neceſſary 
for us to be unto God, a ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in being un- 
to all them that periſh 4 Savour of Death unto Death, and in 
being a Savour of Life unto Life, to all that are ſaved under 

our Mi niftry, I muſt own that I ſhould tremble at the Thought, 
as fexring exceedingly, left after that I have preached to others, 
I myſelf ſhould be à caſt- away. 


1 pretend not to any thing curious from theſe ſolemn and 


very moving Paſſages of facred Scripture ; but in the Simplici- 


ty of my Soul to offer a ſew T houghts agreeable unto them ; 
deſuing by the Will of God, to encourage and quicken myſelf 
and you in the difficult Work whereunto we are called. 

And let me lay, yl 


I. It becomes us to be carne/lly 4. FI irous of, and very induſirious 


in the Uſe of all proper Ileans, to ſecure the Salvation of all that 


are commitied ta our Char ge. Conſidered as Me en, we muſt be 
perfect Infidels, or loſt to all Humanity, or ſunk into the 


Depths. of Stupidity, not to compaſſionate our fellow Men, - 


that are in the Way to Hell, going down to the Chambers of 
Death, and endeavour ther Deliv erance from the Wenn to 
come. 5 

Conſidered as Chriſtians, it more eſpecially becomes us, to 
be kindly affectioned to all Men; to put on Bowels of Mercy, 
to love our Enemies, &c.--- And ſurely the Love of Chriſt will 
conſtrain vs to ſeck and defire the Converſion of the Sinner, 
both that we may ſave a Soul from Death, and hide a Multi- 
tude of Sins, They know nothing of the Power of God's 
form, 1& in their Souls, nor have! aſted that the Lord is gracious, 

hat don't, in concern for the Glory of God and the Good of 
their Fellow-men, heartily deſire that all may come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth and be ſaved. But its a pitiful Caſe 
indeed, if we who are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and perſonate 
that unparailelPd Lover of Souls, who thought not much to 
humble Eimſelf, even to the Death of the Croſs, for their Re- 


* 


demption from Sin and Hel, are not above the Rate of com- {4 
mon Chriſtians deſirous of enlarging his Kingdom, in the Con- 
erſion and Salvation of periſhing Sinners. The whole Deſign | 
of our Office is the turning Sinners from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God---together with the per- 
fecting of the Saints, and edifying the Body of Chriſt: And if 
in any thing we would diſtinguiſh ourſelves as the Miniſters of 
7 Chriſt, it ſhould be in enlarged Defiies, and equal Labours to 
a win Souls over unto him. And how elſe ſhall we dare to ap- 
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pear before his Judgment- Seat, ſeeing he has put us in Truſt 4 
ö with the Goſpel ; has put great Confidence in us, great Honour 7. 
upon us; and as his Minifters taken Care for our honourable vl 


| Support; and engaged a diſtinguiſhing Reward in Eternity to 

his Miniſters that approve themſelves to him; and finally, has | 
y threatned a more than common Damnation to thoſe his upper | 102 
5 Servants, that don't regard the Charge that chey have received, 5 
; nor the Account which they muſt give, relating to their Fellow- 
f Servants z but ſeek their own, not the Things which are Jeſus 

Chriſt's. “ As the Father hath fent me, faith Chiifſt to his 

« Miniſters, fo ſend | you :”* that is in general, to ſeek and 


5 ſave loſt Sinners. According to our Meaſure then, we ſhould 1 
t like Jeſus our Maſter be deſirous of the Salvation of Sinners, 
8 and as Workers together with him be about his Father's Buſi- 
8 neſs 3---working the Works of Chriſt while it is Day; warn- 
» ' MW 10g every Man, and teaching every Man in all Wildom, that 


we may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. But this 

our vehement Deſire and ſtriving thou'd be with reſpect more 

eſpecially to thoſe that we are ſent unto, and have taken the 15 
0 Charge of: O: theſe eſpec cially we are to be fo aff: ctionately 1 


5 deſirous, as to be willing to impart to them, not the Goſpel of | wy 
1 God only, but our own Souls : Wich thele we are to ttavai ix 1 
5 Birth, until Chriſt be formed in them. Such ſhould be the 

> viſible Evidence of our vehement Deſire for their Converſion 1 
Ss | from Sia to God, as that with Decency and Freedom we might 1 
5 {ay unto them, God is my Witneſs how greatly I long after ; 

f © © you all in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt.” | vl 
0 And here I would juſt ſay, That the more defirous we are p 
e of the Salvation of our People, the more abundantly ſhall we 

e labour to that End. And the more we appear to ſeek their Sal- 

0 vation, the more fully will they be convinced that we are ear- 


> nettiy Jefrone of it, And this will be very affecting to chem, 


6 | 
and render us the more dear in * Eyes: So ſhall we have 
greater Advantage over them, to ſerve them in their ſpiritual 
and eternal Intereſts ; and the better Sort of them will not fail 
to give us greater Proofs of their unfeigned Love and Eſteem, 
to our great Encquragement in our Wx. 
If there needs any Apology for my inſiſting in the preſent Caſe, 


I would ſay that I ſhould have thought the like from any of, you, 


a Word in Seaſon as to myſelf ; and further that when our 
People are more in our Hearts to die and live with them, and 
we can ſay in pleading for them with God, as Moſes for his 
People when they had greatly ſinned ---- © Vet now if thou 
wilt forgive their Sin : And if not blot me I pray thee out 
* of thy Book.” And as Paul --- “ I ſay the Truth in Chriſt, 
lie not, my Conſcience alſo bearing me Witneſs in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, that J have creat Heavineſs and continual Sorrow 
in my Heart : For I could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed 
from Chriſt, for my Brethren,” G&c.---I ſay when it is thus 
with us, I doubt not we {hall moſt of us do more than yet we 
have, tending to the Salvation of our People. 

But to procced : I would obſerve, 

II. That notwith/ianding all our Endeavours te ſave all of our 
ſeveral Charges, we cant but fear that many in them remain dend 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and are more the Children of the Di vil 
than formerly; and that netwithflanding what we can do 10 ſe- 
cure the Salvation of all, we can't but fear that many will perifh 
eternally, Some will ſcarce give us Opportunity in public or 
private, to deliver our Meſſages to them: They put the Word 
of God from them, judging themſelves unworthy of eternal 
Life --- ſaying, ** We have loved Strangers, and after them will 
ee go. Of thoſe Spe give us the nearing, ſome at once 
make excuſe,” and go their Way, one to his Farm and another 
to his Merchandize--- Others like the Son in the Parable-more 
abruptly tell us ** they will not;“ and herein eſpecially are 
they ſteady to their \ rd. And of thoſe that Jeadily fay, „1 
< go Sir ;“ ſome ſcem to regard it no more afterwards, than 
as if they aim $i Boy to p Neale us, and to ſtop our Mouths. Of 
thoſe that name the lame of Chriſt, how many are there that 
ſeem not to ok Communion with hic, or to love his Ordi- 
nances ? And of thoſe tba: attend all Chrift's Ordinances, alas 
ſome ſeem to be eaten up with the Wotld: Some are in A 
Meaſure i 4 ntemperate, T , content TRIO revenc 2m 
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ful --- or at the beſt very far from the Appearance of thoſe, 
whoſe Character our Saviour gives us in the 25th Chapter of 
Matt. latter End, to whom he will ſay, © Come yo Bleſſed of 
« my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
“ Foundation of the World.” FRO 5 

. Whatever our Deſires, Cares and Labours have been anſwer- 
ing to our Office, many turn to their Courſe as the Horſe ruſh- 
eth into the Battle, loving Darkneſs rather than Light, and 
chooſing Death rather than Life.---- Thus many that have a 
Name to live, upon a near View appear to be dead ; or at the 
beſt like the Laodicean Church, are luke-warm, whence we 
cannot ſay they are indeed alive. So that if we meditate the 
Temper and Life of our People in general, we have many of 
us reaſan, in doleful Accents, to repeat the Complaint of the 
Prophet Iſaiah, viz. Lord, who hath believed our Report; 
& and to whom hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed!“ 
And after the Example of the Prophet Jeremiah on the like 
Occaſion, To weep in ſecret Places :” Eſpecially when we 
can't but fear that after all that we can do, the Caſe will be as 
bad or worſe as to many that we are ſent unto, / If any of us 
are conſcious of eminent Faithfulneſs, but yet as before. are 
jealous of great Unſucceſsfulneſs, we have then too much Rea- 
{on in the Depth of Diſcouragement, to ſay, What can we 
do more that we have not done ? If we look around among 
our People, we may almoſt as well expect that the Ethiopian 
ſhould change his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots, as that ſome 
of them will learn to do well, We may as well think to per- 


ſuade-Perſons who are in perfect Health, to apply themſelves to 


the Phyſician, as to perſuade ſome of them to go to Chriſt. 
How ſhall we hope to gain upon theſe that ſhut their Eyes 
againſt the Light; that like the Adder ſtop their Ears, hate 
Reproof, and count us their Enemies, becauſe we tell them 
the Truths that moſt concern them? If we conſider the Pro- 
vocation of many, we may fear that God will fend on them 
ſtrong Deluſions, that they ſhould believe a Lie, that they might 
be damned, for that they believe not the "Truth but have Plea- 
ſure in Untighteouſneſs, So that conſidering what litile Suc- 
cels we have many of us had, and the Diſcouragements on the 
one hand, and on the other, we may be ſometimes even tempt- 
ed to ſay with the Prophet ſeremiah, „ That we will not 
55 ſpeak any mote to them in the Name of the Lord!“ 


F 

But after all theſe melancholly Things let me ſay, - 

III. That if we faithfully diſcharge the Miniſiry that we 
have received of the Lord, as it extends to all, and aims at the 
Salvation of all, that we are ſent unto, we may hope through 
the divine Bleſſing on our Labours, that we ſhall be inſtrumental 
of the Salvation of ſome ; neveribeleſs (alas ! that I muſt add 
this) we may through the Blindneſs and Corruption of ſome that 
we miniſter unto, be the Means of their increaſe and hardening 
in Sin, and ſo ef their more dreadful Condemnation and Miſery, 
No doubt the Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence with his faithful 
Miniſters, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20, reſpects their Succeſs as 
well as their Aſſiſtance in their Work, and the Continuance 
of a faithful Miniſtry, argues that the merciful End of it, is 
the yet farther to be obtained; nor may we think that Chriſt 
would be at ſuch continued Expence without ſome farther 


bleſſed Fruit, in the Deſtruction of Satan's Kingdom, and in 


the Advancement of his own ; but yet in the mean while and 
by the ſame Labours, we may be unto ſome the Savour of 
Death unto Death ! Says one on the Text, “ As ſweet Smells 
which are unto ſome pleaſant and comfortable, are to others 
pernictous and deadly; fo it is with the ſweet Savour of the 
Goſpel. "The Report which we in all Places make of Chriſt, 
to ſome through Unbelief, and Hardneſs of their Heart, and 
Fondneſs of their Luſts, proveth but the Savour of Death unto 
Death, hardening their Hearts, to their eternal Ruin and 
Deſtruction.“ At the Preaching of Paul ſome mocked ; and 
Chriſt himſelf, was to ſome a Stone of Stumbling and a Rock 
of Offence, even to them that ſtumbled at the Word, &c.--- 
ſome took Offence at his Doctrines, went back and walked ng 
more with him. But to go on, 

IV. If we ere faithful in our Miniſtry, we ſhall be acceptable, 
yea, more then bar ely fo, we Hall be a ſweet Savour unto God 
through Jeſtes Chriſt, and this not only as we are inſtrumental 
of the Salvation of ſom: ; but alſo as ethers are more hardened 
in Sin, and ſo receive the greater Damnation, Our Accepta- 
bleneſs with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, beſure turns upon 

our Faithfulneſs ; For could it be that neither the Mercy, nor 
Juſtice of Go {ould be Mg ter and magnified in others, 
by our faithful diſcharge of our Miniftry, God who is not un- 
righteous would not forget af Work and Tavout of Love.--- 


Not Succeſs, but Fidel ity will be the Ground and Meaſure of 


the Reward of all who ſerve Fg Chriſt, whatever is their 
Station or Denomination, in the Church of God---Paul and 
Apollos, can but plant and water, *tis God that giveth the 
Increaſe --- Nevertheleſs Minifters are to Jabour, ſtriving in 
the various Duties of their Office---nor can they hope, but 
in this Way, to be unto God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt in 
them that are ſaved and in them that periſh, We may be 
glorious in the Eyes of the Lord, though Iſrael be not ga- 
thered- and may ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, &c. 
though we ſhould not have many for our Joy, and Crown in 
the Day of the Lord Jeſus. But as thoſe who deſpiſe the 
Riches of God's Goodneſs, &c. treaſure up to themſelves 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath---So though we can't but 

look upon it as a great Honour and Happineſs to be inſtru- 

mental of turning many unto Righteouſneſs---yet we may 
ſafely ſay that the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt through whole 

abounding Care, and Labours the Ungodly and finally Impe- 

nitent among their People were privileged for Knowledge and 

Virtue above many others, and whoſe Damnation, for neg- 

lecting ſo great Salvation, will be the more intollerable, I fay 

the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt of this Character will ſtand high 

in the divine Favour---they will, as the Text ſpeaks, be unto 
God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt in them that periſh. As the 
Grace of God, yea, all his Perfeftions are rendered more 
conſpicuous in the Eyes of Angels and Men by the Converſion 
and Salvation of Sinners, which the Goſpel Miniſtry is the 
Means of; ſo are his Perfections manifeſted, his Grace and 
Mercy ſhine forth in giving ſuch excellent Means of Salvation 
to guilty Creatures, though they don't improve them to their 
own Benefit; and as they will juſtly fall under a greater Con- 
demnation, ſo the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of God will be 
the more diſplayed thereby--- Wherefore if we ſpeak of faithful 
Minifters being precious and honourable in God's Account, 
from the bleſſed Fruit of their Labours in the Converſion and 
Salvation of many of their People; we may alſo conſider 
them as farther acceptable and pleaſing in the Sight of God, 
from the dreadful Conſequence of their Miniſtry, through the 
willful Blindneſs and Obſtinacy of others, viz. their greater 
Sin and Damnation; for herein alſo, the glorious Perfections 
of the Divine Being will the more ſhine forth. 


B 


— en —— — cont gy > 
# 


- 5 
And now I may obſerve in the laſt Place, | 
Vo<That to condut? our ſelves in our miniſterial Office, ſo as 10 


 promete the Salvation of ſome of our People, while others take 


Occaſion from our Life, or Miniſtrations, to go on more reſolutely, 
or more ſecurely in the Ways of Sin and Death, and yet ſo as to 
be ourſelves, a ſweet Savour unto God, in them that are ſaved 


and in them that periſh, is exceeding difficult, and what of our- 


ſelves we are in no wiſe ſufficient for. It as well behoves us to 
take heed to ourſelves as to our Doctrine, if we would be unto 
God as a (ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved and 
in them that periſh. The Apoſtle directs Timothy “ to take 
e heed to himſelf,” as well as his Doctrine, as of the utmoſt 
Importance to himſelf, and his Hearers---Though poſſibly the 
good Example of the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, as well as 
their ſound Speech, which cannot be condemned, may be im- 
proved by Sinners to their own ſpiritual and eternal Diſadvan- 
tage. | | - | 

| Wh we may be greatly helpful to the Salvation of 
ſome, and yet not be in them a ſweet Savour unto God: For 
we may ſpeak (as it were) with the Tongue of Angels, ſhew- 
ing Men the Way of Salvation, and yet regard nothing leſs 
than their Converſion to God, or the Honour of the Redeemer ; 


and may carry ourſelves like Angels of Light, and yet be little 


better than Devils incarnate. 8 
So we may be the Means or Occaſion of greater Sin and 


Miſery in them that periſh, and yet not be herein a ſweet Sa- 


your unto God, It ſeems this may be the Cafe not only with 
the wicked Miniſter ; but alſo with thoſe that in the main ap- 
prove themſelves as the Miniſters of God; as particularly with 
thoſe whoſe Works ſhall be burnt, and themſelves ſaved as by 
Fire ;---ſcarcely ſaved. If we would hope to be approved of 
God in them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh, it ſeems 


that we mult diſpenſe to them the pure Word of God---"That 


we mult apply outfelves unto all, agreeably to their various 
Tempers and Circumſtances, endeavouring to improve every 


Advantage that Providence puts into our Hands, for gaining 


Acceſs to them and Power over them for their Good, More- 
over, that we mult be diligent and earneſt in theſe Things, 
according to the Importance of the Thing aim'd at, the Dan- 
gers attending our People, and the Uncertainty of the Seaſon 
of app'ying ourſelves to them: That with Meekneſs and Cour 


8 1 
tage we uſe the Diſcipline of Chriſt in his Church, on all pro- 
per Occaſions. In a word, That we wiſely and faithfully uſe - 
all the Talants that are committed to us for Improvement in 
the Service of immortal Souls ; and that the divine Guidance, 
Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing in our Work, is not wanting to us thro 
a careleſs, ſlothful Improvement of what we have received, or 
a cold, heartleſs ſeeking farther Supplies of Wiſdom and Grace 
from our exalted Redeemer ;, or through Pride, vain Glory, 
Self-dependance, Faint-heartedneſs and the like. 

Now conſidering the vaſt Compaſs of our Work, the Varie- 
ty and Difficulty of Men's Tempers and Caſes, the Oppoſition 
that is common from Men and Devils, the Snares and 1 emp- 
tations that are laid in our Way inadvertantly by Friends, as 
well as maliciouſly by Enemies, the Weakneſs of our Under- 
ſtandings, &c.---It can't but appear exceeding difficult for us 
in our Miniſtry, to approve ourſelves to God in them that are 
ſaved, and in them that periſh : Nor can we help crying out, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? Says one on the Words, 
O how great a Work is this! what Man, what Angel is 
& ſufficient for it !”---It is a mighty Work to preach the Goſ- 
pel as we ought to pteach it. And ſays the Apoſtle Paul in this 
Matter: „Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves, to think 
& any Thing as of ourſelves ; but our Sufficiency is of God, 
« who alſo hath made us able Miniſters of the New- Teſta- 


n ment. 


It ſeems needleſs for me to enlarge by Way of Improve- 
ment ---- Yet let me ſay, Wu 755 

What has been offered ſhould both direct and encourage us 
to go to Chriſt (without whom we can do nothing) for that 
Grace which is ſufficient for us.---To whom ſhould we look 
for Aſſiſtance and Succeſs but him whoſe Miniſters we are? 
Nor may we queſtion his Readineſs to help us, being aright 
ſought unto. But have not we need firſt to fall down betore 
him in ſorrowful Acknowledgement of Coldneſs and Negli- 
gence in the great, the honourable and important Woik 
that he has committed to us? Can we expect his Preſence 
without we make diligent Search how we have conducted 
ourſelves ſince we have been put into the Miniſtry ? without 
we deeply bewail the Errors and Defects whereof we are con- 
vinced ? Without we ſtir up ourſelves in our Work---ſeeking 


to make full Proof of our Miniſtry ? No verily ! And is there 


12 


not need of theſe Things in order to our own good Account? 


Perhaps it is more than ſome of us can hope, that we are 
unto God a ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in all the Saved and 
Damned that are gone into Eternity from under our Miniſtry : 
But have we got good Evidence that we ourſelves ſhould not 
be caſt away, if the Lord of the Servants, ſhould now ſay to 
us give an Account of your Stewardſhip, for ye ſhall be no 


longer Stewards ? In a few Words,---Let us be concerned for 


each others Faithfulneſs, in the Service of our common Lord. 
Let us take heed that we don't by Example or otherways, 
enſnare, weaken or diſcourage one another. Perhaps we may 
not think much of this, which is of dreadful Conſequence, 
while we are careful not to lay a Stumbling-block in the Way 


of our People. A manly, gentlemanly, grave Deportment, 


with Humility, Purity, and Affability, eminently befits the 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. And how kindly affectioned ſhould 
we be one to another ; in Honour preferring one another, ac- 
cording to the Law of Chriſt ? For my Part I need the Coun- 
tenance of my Brethren ; and I need their Chriſtian Watch 
and Admonitions : for a little Matter depreſſes, and as little is 
apt to elate. Let us provoxe one another to Love and good 
Works. Let us ſpeak freely one to another, for Reproof, for 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, to the End we 
may be more throughly furniſhed to al! good Works. Let us 
ſtrive while together and when apart, in Prayer to God one 
for another, that we all may have Mercy to be faithful to Him 
that hath appointed us, and that we may all rejoice in the Day 
of Chriſt, that we have not run in yain, neither laboured in 
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All Things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do unte you, do 
ye even fo unto them : For this is the Law and the Prophets. 


Love worketh no Ill to his Neighbour, therefore Love is the ful- 
filling of the Law. T hus it is written, 
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GENESIS IV. g. 


The Lord ſaid unto Cain, where is Abel thy Bro. 
ther ? and he ſaid, I know not : Am 1 my 


Brother's Keeper? 


ROM the 81 to the 13'* Verſe, we have ſet kefocs 
| us the horrid Murder of righteous ABEL by his Brother 


Cain. Alſo the ſovereign Gop, who loveth Righ- 
teouſneſs and hateth Iniquity, --- enquiing of CAIN, concern- 
ing his Brother ABEL, to the End he might ſet his Sin before 
him, properly teſtify his Anger towards him, and in his pre- 
ſent Puniſhment ſolemnly warn all that ſhould come after, 
againſt the horrid Sin of Murder. | 

Moreover, we have here ſet before us CAain's endeavouring, 
with moſt notorious Falſhood and Impudence, to hide his Sin 
from the all-feeing God ; But all in vain, the Guilt of his 
Brother's Blood is fixed upon him by the Cry thereof, and 
Cain no more excuſes himſelf, or ſeeks to hide his Sin ; but 
expreſſes his Senfe of his doleful Condition, ſaying, © My 
% Puniſhment is greater than I can bear,” &c, 

I fhall wave a particular Conſideration of the Sin of Cain, 


here ſet before us, with the Occaſion and Conſequences of it, 
and only ſay in general, | 


That Murder is a Sin moſt heinous in itſelf, and does uſually 


meet with the Vengeance of Ged in this World. If we look into 
the ſacred Records, we ſhall find that the Guilt of Blood is one 
of the heavieſt Charges brought by the Holy Gop againſt a 
Land or Nation, and that moſt awful Judgments are threatned 
on this Occaſion ; which certainly ſhould make Societies of 
every Denomination yery careful, leſt they be in any Meaſure 
chargeable with it, | 


1 
1 
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But I paſs to a particular Conſideration of my Text taken 
by itſelf.--- . 3 | 

& The Lord ſaid unto Cain, where is Abel thy Brother? and 
ec he 2 I know not : Am I my Brothers Keeper ? It ſeems 
that Cain conceived of Gop, as taking him to bein a Senſe 
his Brother's Keeper, or as having in a ſort the Charge of 
him ; and that from hence he enquired of him concerning his 
Brother; but he denies this Ground of Enquiry ---- he firſt 
pretends Ignorance concerning his Brother, and then, as if he 
was really ignorant, to juſtify himſelf in the Caſe, ſays, Am 
I my Brother's Keeper?“ Which is as though he had ſaid 
unto Gop, Dis ſtrange that you enquire of me about my 
© Brother ; or that you expect me to know where he is, and 
© that I ſhould be able to give any Account about him: For 
© I am not his Guardian, nor any Ways obliged to take Care 
© of him !' But conſidering who this is from, or rather, on 
what Occaſion, we need not greatly wonder at it.---But with- 
out any thing farther by way of Introduction, I think it muſt 
appear natural in reſpe&t of my Text, and proper to one prin- 
cipal Occaſion of our coming together before the Lord this Day, 
for us to conſider, : 


I. The Obligations that all Men are under to promote one ano- 
ther's Welfare. 


II. The woful Conſequences as to particular Perſons, and So- 

cieties, of violating or diſregarding thoſe Obligations, 
And, | 0 ; 

III. The il Conſequences as to thoſe Perſons themſelves, who are 
fo regardleſs of the Obligations which they are under to ſeck 
the Welfare of their Brethren, as not to endeavour accord- 
ing to their Place and Station, to diſcharge their Duty to 
them. | | | 


I Let us conſider the Obligations that all Men are under 19 
promete each others Welfare. If we conſider the Authority 
enjoining this upon us, and the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
we ſhail find our Obligation hereunto the higheſt that can be. 
The fürſt and great Commandment of the Great Gop, our 
Marker, PRESERVER, BENEFACTOR, ETERNAL JUDGE 
and REWARDER, is this, & Thou fhalt love the Lord thy 
“ God with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, with all thy Mind, 
% and with all thy Strength ---- and the Second is like unto it, 
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viz. “ Thou ſhalt love thy None as thyſelf. On theſe 
« two Commandments,” we are told, „hang all the Law 
&* and the Prophets.” And now that it is fit and juſt in the 
Nature of Things, that it is in itſelf infinitely reaſonable that 
we ſhould defire and promote the Welfare of our Neighbour, 
2s to Body and Soul, Time and Eternity, in Name, Eftate, 
and every Thing, is evident from hence, viz. I hat we deſire 
and expect that every one ſhould be truly and earneſtly defirous 
of our Welfare in all ReſpeR:, and accordingly endeavour to 
promote it. The ſeveral Precepts of the ſecond Table of the 
Law, contain an Explication of that general Precept, . Thou 
5 ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” They forbid every 
Thing that is to the Hurt of our Neighbour, in one reſpect 
or another, and they require every thing of us whereby we may, 
conſiſtent with our Duty more immediately to Gop, and to 
ourſelves, benefit our Neighbour. The Precept indeed has 
reſpect expreſsly to the preſent Eſtate, to the Life, the Repu- 
tation, &c. of our Neighbour ; but by Parity of Reaſon, and 
by an Argument taken from the leſs to the greater, it has equal 
or greater Reſpect to the Soul, and to the Intereſt of the whole 
Man in Eternity. Now as God has forbidden us nothing in 
reſpect to our Neighbour, but what we think he ſhould in all 
reaſon abſtain from with reſpect to us, and requires nothing of 
us with regard to others, but what we think we may with the 
higheſt Reaſon expect from them, ſo he has made our Deſires 
and ExpeQations with regard to others the Rule and Meaſure 
of our Conduct towards them; as we ſee in theſe moſt unex- 
ceptionable and forceible Terms : * All Things whatſoever 
5 ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do you even fo to 
% them“ Matth. vii. 12. We are all of the ſame Nature, 
in the ſame general Condition, have in general the ſame Work 
and Buſineſs in the World, the ſame grand Deſign to proſe- 
cute, the like Happineſs to ſeek after, and the Way in which 
we muſt ſeek and obtain it is the ſame. And in general we 
ſtand in like need of one another's Aſſiſtance, and in general are 
alike capable of helping one another. We are under all ima- 
ginable Advantages for promoting one another's Benefit---and 
under all poſſible Obligations hereunto. The icfinitely wiſe 
and good God has fitted us herefor in our Make and Confti- 
tution, made it neceſſary for us in reſpect of our Condition, 
and would gonſtrain us hereunto with the Senſe and Feeling of 
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our own Infirmities, Afflictions and Dangers, His Precepts 


in this Caſe are very frequent, particular and poſitive, his Pro- 
miſes to allure us to this Service, one towards another, are 
very great and precious, and his Threatnings againſt the Un- 
juſt and Unmerciful are extremely dreadful. He gives us the 
moſt wonderful Examples of Loving-kindneſs and tender Mer- 
cy in his Dealings with us, who are leſs than the leaſt of all 
his Mercies, and deſerving of his everlaſting Wiath. And ' tis 
truly aſtoniſhing, that after the Kindneſs and Love of God our 
Saviour towards us has appeared, we ſhould want Bowels of 
Love and Compaſſion one towards another! But I may not 
enlarge here, -I would only add, That as Men are of differ- 
ent Capacities for doing Good, and have different Advantages 
and Opportunities, according to their different Stations and 
Circumſtances, ſo more or leſs in this Matter is required of 
them. The Rule is, as ye have Opportunity do gand to all 
Men, and eſpecially to them that are of the Houſhold of Faith, 
6'® to the Gal. 10'** We muſt improve according to the 
Number of Talants committed to our Truſt: For to whom 
much is given, of them much is required. . 
Let us now in the ſecond Place conſider, | 

II. The wefwl Conſequences as to particular Perſons and Socie- 
ties of Men's diſregarding the Obligations they are under to pro- 
mote the Welfare of all with whom they have to do. To be ve- 
ry full and particular here would require a Volumn, I muſt 
only touch at Things in a general Way, But to have any juſt 
Apprehenſtons of the evil Conſequences of Men's diſregarding 
the Obligations that they are under to ſeek each others Welfare, 
we muſt a little conſider this Cafe with reſpect to the various 


Stations that Men are in, and the Power which they have for 


doing Good or Evil. And 

1** If thoſe that have the Power of making Laws among 
a People, relating to their civil Rights and Properties, and to 
their Morals, have not a hearty Regard to Juſtice, and to the 
Peace and good Order of the People, Confuſion and Miſchief 
is like ſoon to ſpread far and wide among them. And but little 
better is to be expected, if thoſe that bear the Sword of Juſtice 
don't uſe it impartially for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and 
for the Defence and Relief of the Oppreſſed, Eccl. x. 16. 

2*'Y+ If the Miniſters of the Goſpel, inſtead of ſhewing their 
People their Tranſzrefions and their Sins, as is neceſſary in 


order to their Amendment, ſhould prophecy Deceits and cry, 
« Peace] Peace! to them, &c.” no doubt Iniquity and Con- 
fuſion would greatly increaſe among them.---- A woful Caſe in- 


_ deed muſt that People be in, „ whoſe Leaders cauſe them to 


« err, and deſtroy the Way of their Paths !“ Ila. iii. 12, 


An | 4} 
3*1y- If Parents and Heads of Families regard nothing the 


Good of their Houſhold, the evil Conſequences hereof are like 


to be many and exceeding great. 'That there ſhould be any 
Parents that ſeem not to regard the Welfare of their own 
Children, ſeems hard to conceive of, and too bad to be ealily 
believed ---- Yet this is very much the Caſe with ſome that 
have by their ſenſual, intemperate Living, deſtroyed their Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience. But ah, the doleful Caſe ! there are 
many that regard little elſe as to their Children, but that they 
have Food and Raiment, and an earthly Inheritance : taking 
no Care to form them to Virtue, to fit them to ſerve their Ge- 
neration, and help them in the Way to God's heavenly King- 
dom ! And hence they are moſtly very vicious in their Youth, 
and ungovernable, miſchievous W retches when they are grown 
up. *Tis not eaſy to deſcribe the Confuſion and Miſery of 
ſome Families when one, or both, that are at the Head don't 
conſider or regard the Obligations that they are under to ſeek 
the Good of the ſeveral Members of the Houſe both in Body 
and Soul, for Time and Eternity. No wonder, if the Chil- 
dren are ordinarily Corrupters, as a Seed of evil Doers. And 


how wofully does the Public ſuffer, even from one Generation 


to another, by means of ſuch awful Wickedneſs in one parti- 
cular Family, *Tis moſtly ſuch untaught, ungovernable Crea- 


tures in Youth, who had ſeldom any good Examples in their 


Parents that don't live out balf their Days : many of them de- 
ſtroy themſelves by a debauched Way of Living, and ſome by 
deſtroying others force Death upon themſelves by the Hands 
of the civil Magiſtrate. To go on, 

4 When thoſe that have the Right and Power of putting 
Perſons into Places of public Truſt, don't uſe that Power with 
a conſcientious Regard to the good of thoſe that are concerned, 
tis often of very pernicious Conſequence to a People and to 


particular Perſons. From hence, ſometimes the moſt impor- 


tant Offices are fill'd with Perſons of no Prudence or Integrity; 
or that are greatly wanting as to Courage and a public Spirit, 


| 
| 
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And from hence the Means of EJucation are often wanting ; 


many are ſuffered to live in Idleneſs, and in the Practice of In- 


temperance from Houſe to Houſe. Many poor Children are 
brought up without Inſtruction or Buſineſs, and in want of 
Fo d or Cloathing, or perhaps are fed by Robbery, or ſhame- 
ful Begging ; and by this Means alſo, oftentimes, ſcandalous 
Immoralities, ſuch as Uncleanneſs, Drunkenneſs, Prophane- 


nels, Sabbath-breaking and the like, go unpuniſhed and pre- 


vail in a Place; and from hence it is in Part, that Houſes for 
ſelling ſtrong D:ink are unneceſſarily and ſcandaloufly multi- 


pied in a Land. Theſe and many more pernicious Things, 


that draw after them a long Train of ſpreading Miſchiefs, are 
tie common Ef Gs of the heinous Abuſe of the Power that is 
iu a Peop'e's Hands of chooſing Perſons into tue moſt conſi- 
derable Piaces of I'ruſt among them. And it is an Evil from 
whence the greateſt Abominations may naturally ſpring up and 
prevail in a Place; and for which an holy God ma; give up 
thoſe that perſiſt in ſuch Fully, to walk in their own Counſels 
to their own Deſtruction, and the exceeding great Hurt of 
their Poſterity after them. „ | 

5*bly- When Perſons intruſted with the Buſineſs of ſelling 
ſtrong Drink, don't regard the Obligations that they are under 
to promote the Good of their Fellow-men, the Conſequences 
hereof are commonly very pernicious to many Perſons and Fa- 
milies, and to the Place in general. He that will deny his 
Neighbour ſtrong Drink only fo far as to keep him from being 
overcome by it as to his Reaſon or Strength ; and will other- 
wile let him have as much and as often as he pleaſes, does not 
regard either the Health or the Salvation of his Brother: *Tis 
rather his own Credit, and to avoid Cenſure from Men, that 
he governs himſelf by in this Matter. But moſt certainly, the 
Man that is greedy after ſtrong Drink, and has Strength to 
bear much and is thus indulged in it, is in as fair a Way to 


drink himſeif into the unguenchabie Flames of Hell, where 


there is not a Drop of Water to be had to cool an inflamed 
Tongue, as he that often drinks himſelf into a greater Likeneſs 
to the Beaſts. Muſt dreadful therefore muſt be the Conſe- 
q ence, even beyond the preſent Life, of the want of tru: 
brotherly Love, Care, Prudence and Courage, in thoſe that are 
empioy'd in the ſelling of ſtrong Drink; If any Men in the 


World used have a tender Senſe 03 the Obligation lying upon 
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them to be their 3 5 Keeper,” they need have it. 
And I may ſay that for their own Safety, and for the Welfare 


ol the Place where they are, they had need be Men of ſingular 


Piety, Prudence and Courage; and that for worldly Circum- 
ſtances need not fear the Diſpleaſure of the richeſt, or moſt 
profitable Men that come to their Houſes. Oh baw many 
poor miſerable Families would have had Peace, and comforta- 
ble Food and Raiment, and a fair Inheritance } How much 
waſted Time had been ſaved, and profitably ſpent ! how much 
Prophaneneſs, how many fearful Wounds, and how much 
Blood-ſhed had been prevented | how many tedious Quarrels 
between Perſons and Families, and Vexations and expenſive 
Law-ſuits had been prevented ! and how much more of Order 
and good Manners upon the Earth, if there had never been an 
Sellers of ſtrong Drink, but Perſons of the Character juſt ſpo- 
ken of ? I Bot, 7 not in this Cafe there would have been Multi- 
tudes more now living on the Earth, fewer now in Hell, and 
many more now in Heaven. 
Gry. * Tis of awful Conſequence when paiticular Churches 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do not, as ſuch, according to the Ob- 
ligations which they are under, ſeek the Welfare of particular 
Members. At the beſt in this Caſe, a general Coldneſs and 
Dulneſs in Religion is like to follow; the Diſcipline of Chriſt 
in his Church will be ſhamefully neglected, which will excite 
the Diſpleaſure of the holy Redeemer. 
The profeſſed Diſciples of Chriſt, who are Members one of 
another, are Brethren in an eminent Senſe, and eſpecially obli- 
ged to care for each other's Welfare : they ſhould watch over 
one another, pray one for another, reprove, counſel, &c. and 
in Caſe of pub ic Scandal, and Obſtinacy therein, they ſhould 
with Zeal for the Honour of Chriſt, and Religion, and Com- 
paſſion to the offending Brother, bear public Teſtimony againſt 
them ; and when the Members in general have not this Care 
for each others ſpiritual and everlaſting Good---there is great 
danger leaſt the Offender be loſt, and the Chriſtian become int 
ſome meaſure chargeable with his Blood; at leaft fo as to ſtand 
in need of divine Chaſtening, and deep Repentance. Chriſt 
wil! make all the Churches to know that he trieth the Reins 
and Hearts, and that © he will render unto every one according 
to his Works,“ Rev. ii. 23. But once more, 


7, When Perſons in private Stations, of any Denomi- 
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nation or Condition whatſoever, don't regard the Obligations 
which they are under to promote one another's Good in all 
reſpects, it is of very pernicious Conſequence. If Men look 
only at their own, private Intereſt, and that as to this Life only, 
which is always the Caſe as to thoſe who don't ſeek the Good 
of others, what is there to keep them back from all Manner 
of miſchievous Practices, but only human Puniſhments and 
their Credit in the World? And alas! there may be great 
Confuſion and Diſorder in a Place that human Laws can ſcarcely 
take hold of, as where the Inſtruments thereof are very much 
hid from the Eye of the World. As for all that don't love 
their Brethren, if God by his juſt Providence did not reſtrain 
them, they would practiſe Miſchief with the greateſt Greedineſs. 
And as the World abounds with ſuch Perſons, ſhould God 


leave them to themſelves, the Earth would quickly be a kind 


of an Hell, an Aceldama---a Field of Blood !---they would 
ſoon act over Cain's Murder ----flay their Brethren becauſe 
their own Works were evil, and their Brethren's righteous, 
and then in a moſt awful Manner we ſhould know the Conſe- 
quences of Men's ſaying in their Hearts, we are not our Bro- 
ther' Keeper: For how dreadful would be the Caſe, when 
God ſhouid enter into a Controverſy with the Inhabitants of 
the Land, becauſe that there is * no Truth nor Mercy, nor 
& Knowledge of God in the Land,” &c. Hol. i. 2, % 
But I come now, as 1 propos'd, to conſider, 

III. The ill Conſequences of taking. no true Care for the Wel. 
fare of our Fellow- Hen, ns it reſpects cus ſelues, as ii reſpects 
the Guilty, Conſidered as Members of Society, they will ne- 
ceſſarily ſuffer with otheis the evil Things that follow upon the 
want of brotherly Love, and the many kind Offices that pro- 
ceed from thence -=--- but beſides this, all ſuch ſhall be aſſured- 
ly hut out of Gop's heavenly Kingdom, and be made to dwell 
with their Father the Devil. But that I may ſet this Caſe in 
2 more clear and affecting Light, I may, in Reference to my 
Text and Context, ſay theſe tew Things ; 

15. Gop will ſooner or later enquire of us, in relation to 
dur Brethren, according to the Obligations of Duty that we 
are under to them, and the Advaitzges we have had for pro- 
moting their Good. | 

24% Whether we (hal! e really or profeſſedly ignorant as 
to the Things that Gop will engquie about, and whether we 


# 
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give a true or falſe Account, the Truth, and the whole Truth, 5 


will be ſet in the open Light. 


34. Gon will try our Conduct relating to them by the 


holy Law of Love, and the particular Precepts contained there- 


in, that he has given us to walk by, 'n 


4*biy- He will, according as our Caſe really is, declate us 
either Haters or Lovers of our Brethren --- either obedient or 
diſobedient to his gracious Law in this Matter. And 

g*bly- If we be found not to have loved our Brethren, we 
ſhall be ſentenced to dwell forever with the Devil and his An- 

els.” | 

b Firſt, God will ſooner or later enquire of us, in relation to 
our Brethren, according to the Obligations of Duty that we are 
under to them, and the Advantages that we have had for pro- 
moting their Good. On the ſame general Grund that Gop 
enquired of Cain, ſaying, * Where is ABEL thy Brother?“ 
Gop may enquire of any of us concerning theſe and thoſe that 
are round about us, according to the Relations that they ſtand 


in to us, and our Advantages for ſaving them. Particularly, 


Gop may enquire of Magiſtrates, Miniſters; Parents, Maſters, 
Perſons in inferior civil Offices, Tavern Keepers, Brethren 
and Kinsfolks according to the Fleſh, profeſſed Diſciples of IE- 


$US CHRIST in particular Church-Fellowſhip, Neighbours in 


reſpect of Situation, common Companions, &c. ---I ſay Gop 
may enquire of theſe about many others, in ſuch wiſe as this, 
viz, Where they are? what their Way, or Manner of Lite 


is; what Condition they ate in, as to Body or Soul, Eſtate or 


Reputation ? And ſhould we be really ignorant, and declare 
ourſelves ſo, and ſay as CAIN, „Are we our Brother's Keep- 
« er?” This will by no Means excuſe our Ignorance, or ex- 
cuſe our Neglect of many Things that naturally and neceſſa- 
rily follow upon our Ignorance. But ſhould we be able, ac- 
cording to Gop's righteous Expectation, to give a conſidera- 
ble and certain Account about thoſe that he enquired after ; 
and ſuppoſing that we are able to ſay of theſe, and thoſe, that 
they are in a right Way, and that their Condition is pood ; 


| GroD may enquire of us what we have done, according to our 


Place and Opportunities, in brotherly Love to them, to guide 


and encourage them in the right Way, or that has contributed 


to their preſent Good and ſafe Eftate ; whether by Example, 
Inſtruction, Reproof, Liberality or the like, we have done the 
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Part of a Neighbour and Brother unto them? Or, on the con- 
trary, have been in our Example, Stumbling- blocks in their 
Way, by which they have been often thrown down, and 
weakened, and almoſt diſheartened in the Way of Gop's 
Commandments ; or have by Flatteries or Frowns, endea- 
voured to hinder their turning their Feet unto Gop's Teſtimo- 
nies, or to ſeduce them from the right Ways of the Lord, as 
it were, ſaying to them, Come, let us go and ſerve other 
« Gods ?” But ſuppoſing that we are obliged under God's 
ſtrict and folemn Inquiry to ſay of ſome, That they are to all 
Appearance in a deplorable Condition, the Enemies of Gop, 
and hanging over the bottomleſs Pit of Gop's Wrath: we 
may be ſure in this Caſe, that Gop will enquire of us as to 
our Conduct towards them, whether we have not been any 
ways the Occaſion of their turning to their crooked Ways, and 
of their going on frowardly, in the Paths of Sin ? Whether 
we have done what we might, and what became us, to pievent 
their dreadful Choice, and everlaſting Ruin ? Whether we have 
not hated them in our Hearts, arid ſuffered Sin upon them un- 
reproved; whether we have not ſported ourſelves with their 
amazing Folly and Wickedneſs, inſtead of grieving at the Diſ- 
honour they do to Gop, and the wrong they do to their own 
Souls ? Whether we have done by ourſelves, and together with 
others, in the ſame Society with us, what was proper for us 
towards their Reſtraint, or Shame or Correction? Whether 
we have, according to our Place, watched over them --- coun- 
felled, reproved and charged them ourſelves ; and done our 
Endeavour that they might have the Benefit of Reproof, Admo- 
nition, and Correction from other proper Hands ? in a Word, 
Whether we have endeavoured to approve ourſelves in the Sight 
of Gop, in relation to our Brethren ? O how terrible would 
it be to moſt of us, if Gop ſhould now, while we are in the 
Body, by a Voice from Heaven enquire of us about our Bre- 
thren, as to ſuch Things as I have mentiohed ! But won't 
it be as terrible think you, to be thus enquired of at the great 
Day of Judgment, eſpecially for the Guilty, when all Oppor- 
tunity for Repentance will be forever over, and the Truth in 
theſe Matters can be no longer hid? O aſſure yourſelves of it, 
That Gop will then enquire of you with reſpect to your Bre- 


thren, for the Nature of the Thing in ſuch wiſe as I have 


ſpoken ; gut for the Extent and Strictneſs of the Inquiry, it 


I 

will be far more a1 «© Gop ſhall bring every Work into 
“Judgment, with every ſecret Thing,” 8c. But conſider, | 

2417 Whether we ſhall be really, or only profeſſedl) igno- 
rant, as to the Things that Gop ſhall enquire about, and 
whether we give a true or falſe Account, the Truth and the 
whole Truth ſhall be brought to open Light. The Judge 
of all the Earth will do right. He is a Gop of Knowledge, 
and by Him Actions are weighed. All the Ways of Man are 
before the Eyes of the LorD, and he pondereth all his Goings. 
----[t will avail you nothing to ſay, / know not when you 
have flain your Brother, or caſt him into a Pit, or have laid 
Snares for his Feet, or have ſpoiled him of his Subſtance, or 
ſmitten him with the Tongue, or made him drunken, or en- 


ticed him into a Way that is not good, &c.---Nor will jt ex- 


cuſe you to ſay, * I know not“ as to this or that, concern- 
ing your Brother, when you have' taken no Care or thought 
about him, to know whether his Cafe or Way was good 
or evil. Then 'twill appear how we have behaved ourſelves 
in our various Places towards our Brethren, how we have an- 
ſwered the Truſt repoſed in us, what we have Cone tending 
to the Hurt of others, what we have neglected that might have 
been the Means of their everlaſting Benefit. Are you willing, 
think any of you, that it ſhould appear againſt you in that 
Day, that you never read Gop's holy Word in your Houſes, 
for the Inſtruction of your Children, that you never prayed to 
Gop in your Families, nor ever gave them any valuable To- 
ken that the LORD JIEHOVAH was your God ; and that you 
would have them fear and ſerve him? but that you did ---- 
rather than other wiſe, ſet all Manner of evil Examples before 
your Children, in Prophaneneſs, Back-biting, contentious Con- 
verſation, exceſſive Drinking. neglect of Gop's Public- Worſhip, 
fleeping away, and otherwiſe prophaning Gop's holy Sab- 
baths ; and that by theſe and ſuch-like Means you deſtroyed 
your own Children ? Are you willing, think you, to appear 
before Gop's Judgment-Seat under the Guilt of theſe and 
ſuch-like Things? O, this is .impoſhble ! but how will you 


| eſcape this, if ſuch is really your Conduct and Character? we 


muſt all appear before the Judgment- Seat of CyHRIsT ; and 
being guilty, our Hearts wiil condemn us,---we {hail be ſpeech- 
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leſs, and muſt fall under the Diſpleaſure and Condemnation of 
the ETERNAL JUDGE and Rewarder of Men. For conſider, 

34% That Gop will try our Conduct relating to our Bre- 
thren by the holy Law of Love, and the particular Precepts 
contained therein, that he has given us to walk by; this is ſo 
clear in the Nature of the Thing, that it can't be queſtioned. 
The Rule given us to walk by muſt needs be the Rule of Try- 
al in the Day of Judgment ---- So then, 

4 h/; Gop will according as our Caſe really is, declare us 
either Haters or Lovers of our Brethren, obedient or diſobedient 
to his gracious Law reſpecting them. This, the infinite Per- 
fections of Gop makes unavoidable ; this even the Goodnels, 
the infinite Goodneſs of his Nature will prompt him unto : 
for we are told, that Gop is Love ;” and 'tis emphatically 
the Command of JESUS CHRIST in the Goſpel, © That we 
& love one another.” But 

5 * And laſtly, If we be found not to have loved our Bre- 
thren, and ſought their Welfare according to the Precepts of 
the Goſpel, we ſhall be ſentenced to dwell forever with the 
Devil and his Angels, who were Murderers from the Beginning. 
For this I need. only refer you to the Repreſentation which 
Chriſt gives us of his Proceedings in the Day of Judgment, in 
the 25** Chap. of Matt. the latter End. To ſome, even 
thoſe that don't love their Brethren, their Fellow-Men, he 
will ſay in that Day, «<< Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
« everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels :--For 
e I was hungry and ye gave me no Meat,“ &c. 

I might have gone on in the d:&rinal Part, to ſpeak of the 
happy Fruits both as to ourſelves and others, of diſcharging 
the Duty which we owe to our Brethren; but it! is eaſy for 
every one to ſee, by what has been ſaid of the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of the Neglect hereof, that the bleſſed Fruits, both as 
to ourſelves and others; of the faithful Diſcharge of the Duties 
that we owe unto them, are many and very g great. As Love 
to our Brother is very remarkably required of us in the Word 
oi G 0B, ſo it ſeems to be given as the fulleſt, ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dence of our Love to Gop, and Intereſt in the divine Favour . 
but then we mult remember that this Love to our Brother, 
and the proper Fruits of war: muſt be extended to even our 
very Enemies. Tis then only that we can * look upon 


Ze 
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ourſelves as the Children of the heavenly Father, when we 
« love our Enemies, bleſs them that curſe us, &c.” Matt. v. 
48, and on.---CHRIST will ſay to thoſe in the great and laſt 
Day, who love their Brethren, not in Word only, but in Deed 
and in Truth --- as in Matt. xxv. latter End, --- Come ye 
* bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
« from the Foundation of the World,” &c. 

APPLICATION. 

And now Brethren let me firſt of all, on Occaſion of what 
has been ſaid, intreat you to examine yourſelves as to your 
Temper and Behaviour towards your Brethren, your Fellow- 
Men, however diſtinguiſhed or denominated.-----You ſee that 
it will be Matter of Examination in the great Day, as that 
upon which your eternal Condition in Weal or Wo muſt turn. 
And you ſee, that according as you are in this Matter, you 
may now look upon yourſelves as the Children of Gop, or 
the Children of the Devil. Tis therefore a Matter of the 
higheſt Importance; *tis what calls for your cloſeſt Examina- 
tion without any Delay. Put the proper Queſtions in this 
Caſe to your own Conſciences, hold them to the thorough 
Conſideration of them, and charge them in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner to determine the Caſe impartially. Say every one, 
O my Soul! doſt thou hold thyſelf obliged to be thy Bro- 
© ther's Keeper, according to thy Power and Advantages there- 


© for, even though he be in Appearance thine Enemy? Art 


© thou r concerned for the Good of all about thee, in 
all Reſpects? Art thou ſolicitous to ſee the Snares and Dan- 
gers attending thy Brother, to the end thou mayeſt in a moſt 
friendly and faithful Manner inform and warn him of them ? 
Doſt thou counſel, reprove and exhort thy Brother, as thou 
ſeeſt need, and thinkeſt thyſelf called thereunto ? Art thou 
grieved at thy Neighbour's Miſtakes, and ill Conduct, his 
Unhappineſs and Dang gers? Haſt thou not groſsly neglected 
thy Duty to him, either. in regard of his Health or Reputa- 
tation or Eſtate, or his Scul's ſpiritual and everiaſting Good, 
or wilfully done him hurt in ſome or other of theſe Regards, 
and yet neither mournelt herefor, nor confeſſeſt thy Tau ty 
nor makeſt Reſtitution, as the Caſe evidently requireth f 
[ befcech you, Brethren, dwell upon ſuch Enquiries as theſe, 
and look back into your Lives, and conſider where you have 
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lived, and with whom, and what Relations you have been in, 
what Opportunities you have had of doing Good, and how 
you have improved them, and.enquire and know whether you 


have not by your Example done more Hurt to the Souls of 


many, than you have done them Good in any Reſpect what- 


ſoever. Sometimes Men in Place, and that are of good Re- 


putation among the Multitude, by neglecting ſome fpecial Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, do more Hurt to Religion and the Souls 
of many, than ever they have done Good all their Life long. 
And a World of Miſchief ſome Men do, more eſpecially to 
the Souls of others, by their ungodly Converſation. I beſeech 
you don't think upon any flight Grounds that you love your 
Brother indeed and in Truth. Many live peaceably with all 
about them, pay all their Dues, do common Offices of Love, 


when yet they are Strangers to that Charity which the Apoſtle 


fo mightily extolls, even above Faith and Hope. Many ſuch 
Perſons upon a ſmall Injury done them, eſpecially in their Re- 


putation, will conceive and retain the higheſt Reſentment, and 


practiſe a moſt endleſs Revenge. And many. praCtiſe accord- 
ing to that vile Tradition among the Jes, viz. 4 Thou ſhalt 


love thy Neighbour and hate thine Enemy.“ Many that 


for the main appear kindly affectioned towards their Fellow- 
Men in genera], have great Spleen at fome of the Servants of 
the Lokb, for the ſame Cauſe that Cain hated ABEL ; be- 
cauſe their own Works ate evil and their Brother's righteous. 
And how many are there to be ſeen here and there, that tho 
they are courteous and helpful to all about them as to their 
outward Man, and the preſent Life, yet regard nothing the 
moral Behaviour of their Brethren, nor take any thought at all 
for their eternal Salvation! but theſe don't love any-body for 
the LorD's fake, and becasſe of his Image in Man. Ir is 


obſerveable that our bleſſed Lord, in divers Inſtances, put 


Per{ns to the Trial of th-ir Eſtate by the Duties of the ſecond 
'Labe, the Duties that we owe one towards another; and 
ſome have obſerved upon it, that the Re aſon might be ahi; 3 
viz. That Hy 1 are generally moſt faulty in the Duties 

of the ſ-cond Table of the Law.” We Ws” that our Sa- 
viour obſerved of a particular Denomination, of Men, that 
* they wauld bind heavy Burdens on Men's Shoulders, but 
& would not touch them with one of their Fingers 3” and of 


the Scribes and Phariſees, This though they © made long 
„Prayers,“ yet they © devoured Widows Houſes ;” and that 
while they critically obſerved the Rituals of Religion, even 
to the paying the Tythe of Mint, &c.---they negledted the 
weighty Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy and Faith.“ 
I ſpeak the more in the preſent Caſe, becauſe, my Brethren, I 
am ſtumbled myſeif in my Charity towards many of you that 
make a high Profeſſion, by this, viz. * "That you ſhew no 
more Regard to the Good of your Neighbour ; --- Eſpeci- 
c ally, that 5 take no Care to promote the everlaſting Good 
© of thuſe with whom you have to do.“ But truly if we ſhould 


look only at the Practice of Juſtice and Mercy, here is 


enough to make any one think, that ſhould CHRISTH immedi- 
ately appear, he would find but Jittle Faith upon the Earth. 
Certainly the Love of many, if ever they had any, is waxed 
cold: And as this may be owing to the abounding of Iniquity, 
ſo by Reaſon of this, Iniquity the more aboundeth. *T'is not 
that I love you not, (Gop knoweth) that I ſo hold you to 
the preſent Meditation; but 'tis becauſe I can't give thoſe of 
you that are in an Eftate of Sin and Death, no higher Proof 
of my Love, than in ſtriving with all my Might to convince 
ou that ſuch is your Eſtate : For then I could hope that you 
would be ſeeking in good earneſt after a new and ſpiritual Life, 
and would then be in the Way to obtain it, through Jesvs 
CHRIST the only Saviour. | 
24% How reproveable are ye that ſay in your Hearts and 
Practice, as Cain's Words ſignify, viz. + We are not our 
% Brother's Keeper!“ I need not fear to ſay, that many of 
you are in a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, and practiſe agreeable 
to his Sentiment, notwithſtanding that we have as much Peace 
among us, as moſt of our Neighbours. Alas! there is the 
Root of Bitterneſs within you, that wants nothing but to be 
free of almighty Reſtraints, and it wou'd immediately ſpring 
up, and bring forth Gall and Wormwood. Alas! how are 
we fallen, that once bore the Image of the bleſſed Gop, who 


is Love, and delighteth in Loving-Kindneſs, and Mercies,---- 


But will ye of Choice retain the Image of Satan in all his ac- 
curſed and miſchievous Qualities, when the Son oF Gop has 
purchaſed Deliverance for you, broken his Power, and offers 


| to inſtamp his own divine and molt lovely Image upon you, 
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and to make you God-like in Love to all about you, and in 
every Inſtance of human Beneficence? O, for Gop's ſake l. 
and in Compaſſion to your Brethren, bn yourſelves to "i 
sus CHRIST, and let him form you anew, and no longer car- 
ry the Temper of Satan within you, or do his Works; but 
come, work the Works of Gor, doing good to them that 
hate you, bleſſing them that curſe you, &c.---So ſhall ye be 
the Children of your Father which is in Heaven. But in the 


3* Place, from what we have heard we may ſee, that thoſe 


of us have great Cauſe to humble ourlelves before Gop, who 
are convinced that we have been but little concerned for the 
Good of our Brethren, that we have done but little Good com- 
pared with what we might have done, and in many Ways 
done much Hurt. If the .Conkderation of much Hurt done by 
us, and of the great Danger we are in of eternal Damnation, 


doit call for Humiliation, what does? Efpecially when ſuch 


is he Want of brotherly Love, as to call loudly for the Mani- 
feltations of the Divine Diſplealure. And this I take to be the 
Caſe, when the Law of Love is generally tranſgreſſed in a Place, 
and God ſcems to be punithivg Sins of this Kind, by giving 


Perſons up to greater and more miſchievous Inſtances of Tranſ- 


greſſion. And if Multitudes ſeem to be inſenſible both of the 
Sim and Danger, the more Need for thoſe whoſe Eyes are open 
to diſcern Time and Judgment, to humble themſelves before 
Gop, to ſearch and try their Ways, and ſtand in the Gap to 
keep off threatned Judgments. For my own Part, I confeſs 
that J have firſt and 1. thought that Heaven very awfully 
frowned upon the Town in general, in permitting the Death 


of one of out Neighbours by the Hands of another: and eſpe- 


cially when by Circumſtances attending or preceeding, and 
boding thereunto, it might be feared that many were Partakers 
in that horrid Sin. Beſure many were guilty of great Polly, 
and behold how great a Matter a little Fire kindleth. How- 
ever extraordinary the Occaſion, and however good the De- 
ſign might be in thoſe ſtrange Meaſures ; ſuch Things look too 


mug like a ſtriving to Ber out Satan by Satan. And if Satan. 


mould be thus caſt out at any Pime, it is a Wonder if he docs 
not ſoon return, and bring many of his accurſed Aſſociates 
with him, to take a laſting Poſtcon of the Offenders, ſo that 
their latter End ſhall be worſe th an the Beginning. I think 


* 


1 
the Conſequence in the Caſe J am ſpeaking of, ſhould be for 
a ſolemn Warning to all, that they don't go in the Devil's 
Way, for the accompliſhing never ſo good a Deſign. 

In a Word here, we have all Reaſon to fear left we are Par- 
takers in the Sins before us, both the greater and the lefs, at 
Jeſt by not taking proper and ſeaſonable Care to prevent ſuch 
Diſorders and Abominations. This may be for want of Care 
and Conſcience in Time paſt, in the Choice of Grand- Jurors, 
Tything-Men, and the like. And without doubt many of the 
principal Perſons in the Place have as much Reaſon 'as any 
others to fear for themſelves. And I would juſt ſay, That 
thoſe of us who have ſolemnly ſworn in the Name of Gop, 
that we will jointly and ſeverally ſeek the Glory of Gop our 
Saviour, in the Advancement of our own and others temporal, 
ſpiritual, and eternal Good, ſhould look upon ourſelves as call- 
ed by theſe late Providences to examine ourſelves, to ſee whe- 
ther our Hearts have been right with Gop in the Covenant 
and Oath that we have entered into ; and whether we have 
not done the Work of the Lokp that we have put our Hand 
unto, partially and deceitfully. Likewiſe thoſe ſhould enter 
into a cloſe Conſideration of the Hand of Gop upon the Place 
in theſe awful Providences, who have refuſed to ſtrengthen our 
Hands and encourage our Hearts, in that which we have un- 
dertaken for the Honour of God, and the public Good. Alas! 
there is too much Reaſon to fear that there are ſome amon 
us, who would be thought the Friends of CHRIST, that don't 
ſo much as in their Hearts bid us God-ſpeed. Verily, my 
Brethren, it ſeems to me, that we have all throughout the Place 
Reaſon enough on the Occaſions that I have been ſpeaking of, 
to join in folemn Prayer with Faſting, And ſure I am, that 
you have none of you Reaſon to come before the LoRD 
this Day with a Phariſee-like Prayer, Geo, I thank thee 
« that I am not as other Men are,” &c. But, | 

To clofe with a Word or two of EX1O0RTATION, 
Let thoſe of you that indeed love the Brethren, and love 
your Enemies, abound herein more and more, that the good 
Fruits hereof may more abound to the Glory of GoD and the 


' Good of Men. CauRisT has ſet up his "Throne of Love in 
your Souls, to the End you ſhould walk in Love, and by Love 
1erve your Fellow-Chriltians and Fellow- Men. Surely you 
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can't taſte and feel the Love of CHRIST, and not be moved 
with Love and Compaſſion to thoſe about you, deſiring and 
ſeeking that they may alſo know the Love of CHRISπ which 
paſſeth Knowledge, and be filled with all the F ullneſs of Gop. 
CHRIST will take it well at your Hands, if in Return for his 
Love, and all the bleſſed Fruits of it, you bear and ſhew forth 
fervent Love to all about you, ſeeking to bring them over to 
the Love of Gop, and to the Practice of Loving-Kindneſs 
and Mercy. And now let me beſeech ſuch of you as are yet 
Strangers to the Love of Gop and your Neighbour, to conſi- 
der and meditate upon the hateful Qualities of your carnal 
Mind, and whereunto they tend, even to bring you under the 
everlaſting Wrath of Gop. O think of your woful. Bondage 
to Satan and your own Hearts Lufts ! and behold the Son or 


_ Govp's Love, and the compaſſionate LovER OF Souls, as 


willing to put his own Image upon you, and waſh away your 
Sins in his own Blood, and give you an Heart to love God and 
your Neighbour heh long and pray, and ſtrive for this, that 


you may be Bleſſings while you live, and bleſſed forever with 


Him in the heavenly Warld !------- 


Which Gop of his infinite Meriy grant, tre Jesus Cuxler, 
to whom be Glory forever. 
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AuTHOR's CHARACTER: 


Ltho? it is highly probable, that ſome who were ac- 
A quainted with the AUTHOR of the foregoing Diſ- 
courſes, might have an additional Pleaſure in peruſing 
them, from the Eſteem they had of him, if his Name had 
been prefixed ; yet it is conceived, that the Want thereof will 
be made up as to them ; and as to Strangers ſupplied with Ad- 
vantage, by giving ſomething of his CHARACTER from au- 
thentic Writings, wherein a Number of judicious Perſons, up- 
on ſpecial Occaſions, declared their Sentiments concerning 
him. Beſides, from the Diverſity of Trials, and the various 
Points of Light wherein thoſe Writings preſent him to the 
Reader's View, both the Miniſter and the private Chriſtian 
may be encouraged to perſevere in the Ways of Virtue, what- 
ſoever Trials and Temptations they may meet withal :---And 
eſpecially while they are allowed to conſider the AUTHOR as 
chearfully teſtifying, * That the Ways of the Lok p are right; 
ec that He does not afflict willingly, and grieve the Children 
« of Men; that he is very pitiful and of tender Mercy, &c.--- 
„e that He is good to the Soul that ſeeketh him ; that bleſſed 
5 are all they that wait for him, &c. &c.” 9 > 


The REsuLT of a COUNCIL. 
& Council of Churches convened Jan. 20h. 742, at 


the Houſe of the Rev Mr. ***##, Paſtor of the firſt 
Church in --------- „ to adviſe him (under Doubts) as to his 


| Duty in reſpect of his continuing in his preſent Miniſtry, con- 


ſidering ſome Circumſtances attending of it: And being ally 
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can't taſte and feel the Love of CHRIST, and not be moved 
with Love and Compaſſion to thoſe about you, defiring and 
ſeeking that they may alſo know the Love of CarisT which 
paſſeth Knowledge, and be filled with all the F ullneſs of Gop. 
CHRIST will take it well at your Hands, if in Return for his 
Love, and all the bleſſed Fruits of it, you bear and ſhew forth 
feryent Love to all about you, ſeeking to bring them over to 
the Love of Gop, and to the Practice of Loving-Kindneſs 
and Mercy. And now let me beſeech ſuch of you as are yet 
Strangers to the Love of Gop and your Neighbour, to conſi- 
der and meditate upon 'the hateful Qualities of your carnal 
Mind, and whereunto they tend, even to bring you under the 
everlaſting Wrath of Gop. O think of your woful Bondage 
to Satan and your own Hearts Lufts ! and behold the SoN of 
Gop's Love, and the compaſſionate LovER OF SOULS, as 
willing to put his own Image upon you, and waſh away your 
Sins in his own Blood, and give you an Heart to love Gop and 
your Neighbour We long and pray, and ſtrive for this, that 


you may be Bleſſings while you live, and bleſſed forever with 
Him in the heavenly World !------- 


Which Gon of his infinite Mercy grant, thro en Cantor, 
to whom be Glory forever, 


AM E N. 
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| AuTrorR's CHARACTER: _ 
he Ltho? it is highly probable, that ſome who were ac- 
| A quainted with the AUTHOR of the foregoing Diſ- 
JE courſes, might have an additional Pleaſure in peruſing 
as them, from the Efteem they had of him, if his Name had 
ur been prefixed ; yet it is conceived, that the Want thereof will 
nd I be made up as to them; and as to Strangers ſupplied with Ad- 
lat I vantage, by giving ſomething of his CHaracTER from au- 
ith © thentic Writings, wherein a Number of judicious Perſons, up- 
on ſpecial Occaſions, declared their Sentiments concerning 
him. Beſides, from the Diverſity of Trials, and the various 
Points of Light wherein thoſe Writings preſent him to the 
T, I Reader's View, both the Miniſter and the private Chriſtian 
may be encouraged to perſevere in the Ways of Virtue, what- 
ſoever Trials and Femptations they may meet withal :---And 
eſpecially while they are allowed to conſider the AUTHOR as 
chearfully teſtifying, ** That the Ways of the LoRp are right; 
ec that He does not afflict willingly, and grieve the Children 
e of Men; that he is very pitiful and of tender Mercy, &c.--- 
„ that He is good to the Soul that ſeeketh him ;- that bleſſed 
5 are all they that wait for him, &c. &c.” CL Bin 


The RESULT of a COUNCIL. 


 CounciL of Churches convened Jan. 20"! 174, at 
| the Houſe of the Rey: Mr: **###, Paſtor. of the firſt | 
Church in ---------, to adviſe him (under Doubts) as to his 
Duty in reſpe& of his continuing in his preſent Miniftry, con- 
ſidering ſome Circumſtances attending of it: And being aiſg 


\y . 
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then acquainted that both the Church and Pariſh were willing 
to hear our Advice; the Committees being preſent, haying 
ſought to Gop for Direction, and the Council ha/ing had a 
full Relation of the Caſe in Behalf of the PasToR and Pzo- 
PLE, and having taken it into mature Conſideration, do agree 
on the following RESULT : 

I. V can't but be affeftrd ta fre what ſinking Diſcourage- 
ments of Soul the Reverend Paſtor of the Church in this Place is 
labouring under, in his preſent Miniſtry. b 


II. e are forry. ts find be has had, in the Courſe of hit Mi- 
niftry in former Years, ſo much Occaſion to complain to his People 


of their Neglects to encourage him by a comfortable Payment of 


bis Salary, and more eſpecially, That any ſhould be fo offended 
with him, as to propoſe to, forſake his Miniftry an Account of a 
Fete of the Pariſh, in itſelf ſo reaſonable as to make goed his Sa- 
lary, as it was at firſt, and that he ſhould have any Occaſion ta 
complain of the Time and Manner of their making Payment there- 
of. And further, that he has any Occaſion to fuſpe the Kindneſs 
of his People in general, and their A fection to bis. Miniſtry, by 
ther Backwardneſs in the preſent Year hitherto, to Reward his 
Generofity in releaſing his Salary, out of a tender Regard to the 


: 


Interęſt of Religion as he thought. 


III. We are ſenſible that fuch Things as thoſe have a Tendency 
ta fink the Spirits of a Miniſter in his Wark, eſpecially after a 
long and fruitleſs Struggle with them ; and therefore we are ſar- 
ry that upon his laying before his People the Articles of his Dif- 
ficulties, they did not in their Reply ſhew ſo much of a Diſpoſition 
to ſympathize with him in his Diſtreſſes, and contrive effettually 
to remedy and remove them, as to excu ſe themſelves. 


IV. But we ds not fee ſufficient Grounds for him to fear, 
That the Intereſt of Religion will be leſs ſerved, and the erecting 
a Church of England more promoted by his Continuance in his 
4Tiniflry, than by his Removal, | | | 


V. Ie are glad to hear the Committees declare, That there is 
in the People in general, a good Affefiton io their worthy Paſtor, 


J SE ET RE AS SES 
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and Suti ſactian in his Miniſtry, as well as to find in bim a very 
tender Concern for the Intereſt of Religion among them, and a 


Keluctancy againſt ſaying any thing 10 their Diſadvantage, in his 


conſcientious relating of his Difficulties. 


VI. And hence from the Circumſtances of his. Difficulties related 
10 us, we hope they are not inſuperable ; and we don't ſee Rea ſou 
jo adviſe to his ſecking a Removal. without a further Trial of 
their Love and Cindneſs. i 5 ; 


VII. And to encourage him herein, we earneſtly recommend it 
10 the Church and Pariſh in ibis Place, to ſympathize with their 
aiftrefſed Paſtor, to pity him and pray for him, and give him 
the cleareſt Teſtimonies of that Love and Efteem which they ſtill 


Frofeſs towards him. "I 


Brethren, as ws truſt he hath a deep Concern for your Good, 
yea, and g Willingneſs to ſpend and be ſpent for you, provided he 
could ſee reaſmable Encouragement in his Work, ſo we doubt net 
you are ſenſible that this is your real Intereſt, rather than to force 
him to leaue you 5 And we doubt not you will acknowledge you have 
Reaſon to ęſteem him very highly in Love, for his Works ſake. 
And wer can truly ſay, That we know no Man like-minded who 
will naturally care for your State; but he is under ſinking Diſ- 
couragements, and needs your Aſſiſtance to flrengthen his Hands 


and encourage his Heart. He doubts not you have an Affection 


for him, but fears alſa, many have conceived an Offence again/t 
his Perſon, that unhinges his Soul from his Wort. You are 
ſenſible you have been tos careleſs in Times paſ for his comfortable 
Support in ſome Reſpecis : We pray that your Care may revive 
and flouriſh, and that your Love may kindle into a Flame And 
we intreat you in the Botuelt of JESUS CHRIST, that you wilt 
conſider your Duty towards him as yoar Paſtor, and let your Love 


de without Diſſimulation, and we beſeech you to miniſter Comfort 


to him; and, to addreſs you in the Wards of the holy Apeſile, 
If there be any Conſolation in Chrift, if any Comfort of Love, 
* if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bawels of Mercies, 
8% fulfill ze his Toy; and be je like-minded, having the ſame Love, 
& being of one Accord, of one Mind.” And we are bold to in- 
ſalt upon it, as neceſſary in this Caſe, to miniftcr ta him in your 


[ 4 1] 
tarnal Things, and that you fully and flrialy mate good your 
Contra#t in Time to come, and ſupply thoſe Deficiencies which you 
are ready to acknowledpe as to Time paſt. And for the Year that 
is paſſing, we hope that you wil! let him ſee yet, after all, That 
you defire not to take Occaſion from his Self- Denial to defraud 
him of his Right ; but are willing rather, amply io reward him 
therefor : In thus doing his Bowels will be refreſhed, and your 
Comfort increaſed, remembering the Words of our Lord Jes vs, 
* That it is more bleſſed to give than to receive.” © 
Finally, | | 3 
Mhereas we apprehend, that the Revival of Religion will after 
all be the only efectual Remedy of the unhappy Difficulties attend- 
ing the Paſtor and People in this Plate, we recommend it to them 
to keep a Day of Faſling and Prayer, to implore the Bleſſing of 
Gor upon the Miniſtry. And if after all, the Reverend Paſtor, 
notwith/landing his beſt Endeauours to encounter his Difficulties, 
Hall yet find his 1 are ſuch that he cannot go on 
comfortably in his Work ; we think it may be adviſeable for him 
10 ſeek an orderly Diſmiſſion from his Fleck But this we pray 
Gop to prevent, by pouring out the freſh Influences of His Spirit, 
that they may abound in Love one towards another, and re jcice 
together for a long Seaſon. And in Hopes hereof, we would 
earneſtly entourage the diſtreſſed Paſtor to go, forth in the Strength 
of the LoRD, and thearfully attend his Wort, and endeavour 
to ſhew all good Fidelity, and ſtrivè as much as may be to make 
Full Proof of bis Miniftry in this Place, in Hopes fiill that he 
may find here many Seals of his Miniſtry, and have many of the 
Souls now under his Charge fer his Crown MF rejoicing in the Day 
of. CHRIST. | ES 


This RESULT was read over in the Council, and voted, 
Jan. I. 1743, by all the Members preſent. Scil. 


| | J. B. 
F. J. G. Jun W. 
J. B. "4 1 
J. B. T-P. W. B. 
HP. TH. J. 8. 


ju 


ce 
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Afer reading this REsVULT, and ſigning it, a Motion being inp | 
: made, the Queſtion was put, p 

x. Whether this Council be of Opinion that Mr. had 
juſt a e to call” a Council? 


Yoted in the Affirmative. 
2. N hether this Regal ſhould be read to the Churches in —_ 


and ta the ſeveral Churches whoſe Delegates have fi gned i it? And 
Voted in the Affirmative. 
Aitefh. IJ. B. Moderator. 


A true Copy ane. J. B. Moderator. 5 


The Cong adjourned three Weeks from the Day of our 
Meeting together, unleſs 4 9255 * notifies us before. Hand to the 


contrary. J. B. Moderator. | 
5 — "TE, AM. 
 Eeclefiaſtical Council, 
At —— „May 19. 1743, called ; in by the Fug 


Church in ---------, to adviſe upon the Affair 
of the Rev. Mr. ####®; Diſmiſſion from his 
Paſtoral Relation to that Church and People: 


72 HEREAS the Rev. Mr. aun having 2 

nified to them that be is at preſent, through 

bodily Infirmities, unable to carry on the flated 
public Exerciſes. of the Lords Day, and is deter- 
mined, God willing, to ſeek a Livelibood in ſome 
other lawful Buſineſs ; and they, under ſerious Con- 
frderation with reſpec? to his leaving the Miniſiry 
among them, have declared themſelves deeply af- 

Jecked, and that were t not that Divine Provi- 
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dence had Jo ordered it that be it (as they appre:. 
hend alſo unable to carry en the Work Oh 


 Minifiry without much hazarding his Health, they 


could in no wiſe conſent to bis leaving the Miniſtry 


it hath been ſo acceptable to them, and heartily 2 
fire bis Aſſiſtance by his Prayers and e as 


God ſhall enable him, for the good of this Place 


And both be and they have actordingly been upon 
Terms of Diſmiſſion 1 the Paſtoral Relation in 
this Place, and have concluded the ſame, and the 
Church voted the ſaid Diſmiſſion, and by bis Ab- 
probation called us the Subſcribers, as an ECCLt- | 
SIASTICAL Councir, on this Aﬀair ; . 


WE do hereby ſtgnify our Concurrence with 
the Vote of the Church, for the Diſ- 
miſſion of the Rev. Mr. x * * the ſaid 
Pariſh, performing the Terms concluded on be- 
tween him and the Pariſh : Withal profeſſing 
our Sorrow and Humiliation before the Lord, 
that this bodily Weakneſs is befallen this his Ser- 
vant, whereby he is thus rendered (as he and 
they were unable to purſue the Miniſterial 
Works, and that he is ſo diſcouraged on this Ac- 


count as to turn his Thoughts to ſome other pro- 
per Buſineſs, as he ſhall think fit; when we 


ſhould have truſted, he might Ther tile have 


been ſo ſerviceable in the Miniſtcy, and exten- 


fively uſeful------ -But withal rejoice in the Grace 


of God unto him, That he hath, and doth ſtill 
enjoy ſuch a clear and unſpotted Character, and 


which we truſt will abide with him in N all his 


to 1 


{| Ways; * that his Light ſo ſhining before others, 


« they ſecing his good Works, may glorify our 


« Father which is in Heaven ;”----So recom. | © 


mending him and them to the Grace of God, 
and the Charity and Communion of the Church- 
es of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ga 


"hn OE OTE 
Their's in our common Lord, 
; . | C. C. Mod» 
"ST M. B. J. V. 
2.5 0 ©» I, At. 1 
I F. VL. 
N 
A true Copy atteſt. P. W. Clerk 
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And now as ſimilar to the Spirit and Scope of 
the foregoing Diſcourſes, and to provoke to 
Emulation ſuch as are mourning for the Sins of 
the Times, and willing to exert themſelves in 
promoting a Reformation, tis thougkt proper to 
offer to public View, e 
The ſolemn Covenant- Engagement of the Author 
of the foregoing Diſcourſes, in Conjunction with 
a confiderable Number of his People, to endea- 
 wour a GENERAL REFORMATION in the Place, 
with the particular Rules, or. Inſtances of Pro- 
ceedure to that End, to which they bound them- 
fſetves---the 17th Day of March, 1722. 
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In the Name of GOD, Amex. 


W FHEREAS we are above all Things obli- 


ged to ſeek the Glory of God our Sa- 
viour in the Advancement of our own and others 
Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal Good: Anp 


' WHEREAS, we may more eſpecially hope through 


the Bleſſing of God to promote the ſame, by our 


united Endeavours---being formed into a Bare 


for this End, and acting therein conjunctly; - We 


whoſe Names are under-written, the Chan 


of the Eaſt-Pariſh in , (being in perfect 
Charity one with another). do by theſe Freſonte 


form ourſelves into a Society, under the Name 
of the Reforming Society. 


AND WHEREAS we are mended if it 
be poſſible, to live peaceably with all Men; and 
inasmuch as Peace and Harmony in all Societies 
is abſolutely neceſſary to their Proſperity and emi- 
nent Serviceableneſs, we do agree and determine, 
for the Preſervation of Love and Peace: 

1 * THAT. every Member ſhall be allowed 
(only obſerving Order) to offer his Sentiments in 
any Caſe under Conſideration, before any Vote 
be made relating to it. 

2 Tur in all Debates we will treat one 
* with Civility: not caſting any Reflections, 
alcho' it ſhould ſeem to any of us, that 3 is 
offered diſcovers Weakneſs of Underſtanding ; 
ſhould be otherwiſe very diſagreeable. 


<S I 


FF = 


zar. THAT. we will fit down quiet by theVote 
of the Society, and comply with it in all Caſes 
wherein it ſhall appear to us that we Ivy compy 
without Sin. 


Fo es 


4 IN Caſe any. Vote of the 3 mould 
be offenſive to ſuch as are not of the Society, and 
we ſhould be enquired of in the Matter how it 
came to paſs, &c. that we will not pretend to 
point out any particular Perſon or Perſons as the 


Movers of it, nor intimate that we ourſelves and 


ſuch and ſuch were not active in it, &c.. But 
will repreſent it as the Mind of the Society, ſo 
that if any Thing improper or blame-worthy 
ſhould be acted, the Society, and not any parti- 
cular Members may be look'd to, to anſwer it. 
And moreover, as it is highly requiſite that the 
Members of a reforming Society ſhould conduct 


themſelves in their whole Converſation agreeably 


to the holy Word of Gop, and as this is neceſſa- 
ry in order to their Uſefulneſs as Members of ſuch 
a Society, we do ſeverally oblige ourſelves beſides, 


to the Practice of Sobriety, n and good | 
9 


1” TO a conſtant regular Attendance upon 
BG: Public-Worſhip of Gop, on the Lord's-Day, 
and likewiſe to attend public Lectures in the Pariſh. 


24. To refrain from all worldly, trifling Con- 


| * on the Lord s-Day. 


F 
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7 zen To refrain from Taverns: that: is, we will 


not be at Taverns for Frequency or length of 


Time, but upon ſuch Cauſes and for ſuch Ends, 
as we think will juſtify us in the Sight of Go, 


and in the Sight of all ſober Perſons, that ſhall 


enquire of us in that Matter. 


re be at Home with our ir Funes © ol 


ing and Evening, ſo as that we may ſeaſonably 


attend the Worſhip of Gop in our Houſes : That 
is, we will not be abſent from them at ſuch Times, 
but for ſuch Cauſes as we think will * us 


therein. 


* To inſtruct 486 that are under our Care 


in the Principles of Religion, and Rules of Duty 


to Gop and Man; as by catechiſing them, teach- 
ing them to read, and bringing them to Gop's 
Public-Worthip : That is, we will thus endea- 
your their Inſtruction and Edification. And like- 


wiſe we will endeavour to reſtrain all under our 


Care from all Night-Revellings Tavern-F rolicks, 


&c. | 


6. To refrain the Company of ircelipious, 
intemperate, vain Perſons : that is, we wall, en- 
deavour to avoid the Company of ſuch ſo far as 


is conſiſtent with the diſcharge of lawful Bulſinefs, 


and the doing of our Duty to them. 


7 To refuſe aſſiſting any in the Gratifica- 


cation of their Luſts. Particularly to deny ſtrong 


/ 
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Drink, where we may reaſonably think it will 
be hurtful. 

85. To anſwer all juſt Debts, whates pub- 
lic or private, without needleſs Delay, or erifling 


I Prevarications, to the Reproach of ourſelves, and 


Hurt of our Neighbour or the Public ; and like- 
wiſe to fulfill all lawful Promiſes as to other Mat- 
ters. 

9. Toendeavour according to our Place * 
Influence, that Juſtice and good Order be obſer- 
ved in all our public Altwire: 4 


10. To reprove for grofs Immorality all that 
we ſee guilty of it: That is, where we may hope 
the ſame will be meekly received, and be likely 
to do good, and otherwiſe if Circumſtances will 
allow of it, to withdraw from the S of 
the Tranſgreſſor. 


11 To follow the Rule of the Goſpel in 


Caſe of Offence : That is, endeavour privately to 


convince and reform an offending Brothef, and 
not pabliſh his Fault, except where the Caſe is 
capable of Proof, and his Repentance and Reſor- 
mation requires that it be made public. 5 


But furthermore, Tnasmuch as Government 13 
neceſſary in all Societies in order to their Proſperity 


"my n fulneſs, ave Further agree and deterinine : 


* THAT we will conſtantly attend the Meet- 
e 90 the Society, being g conſtantly notified Fit, 


{ . IT MR 1 
attend the Meeting of the Society, being ſeaſona- 
bly notified of it, or ſend in Writing the Reaſon 
of our not coming ; unleſs our Caſe ge ſuch, as 
that we can rationally think many of the Societ 
will know that we could not attend it. And in 
Caſe the Reaſon ſhall not as to Evidence and 
Weight be ſatisfactory, we will freely anſwer to 
the Matter before the Society at their next Meet- 
ing, and ſubmit to their Judgment in the Caſe. 
And moreover, that we will not depart the Soci- 
ety, when met, without Leave. 


2. Tua r we will with Meekneſs and Civi- 
the. render a Reaſon to any particular Member of 
any ſeeming Contrariety to any particular Inſtan- 
ces of Conduct required; or any other ſeeming 
Breach of the divine Law : And in Caſe of Re- 
fuſal, and the Offence be open, that we will an- 
ſwer for the ſame before the Society; and in 
Caſe of Conviction, and the Want of the Tokens 
of Repentance, we will ſubmit to the Admonition, 
or Suſpenſion, or Expulſion of the res as the 

fame "INI judge proper. 
ar our Rev“ Paſtor ſhall be, and act 
at 0 Head of the Society at all our Meetings, 


leading in all Matters as Gop ſhall enable him, 


and he ſhall think proper; and that we will at 
our Meeting, as we ſhall find Occaſion, chooſe 
2 Moderator to be aſſiſtant to our Paſtor, as there 
Mall be need; which Moderator ſhall have Power 
by himſelf to propoſe and manage as Moderator 
in the Meeting, altho our Paſtor i is preſent. 
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4 * Trar it is abſolutely neceſſary that Go 
be graciouſly preſent with us, in all our Conſul- 
tations and Determinations in this great Under- 
taking, in order to promote and in any good 
Meaſure obtain the great Ends propoſed ; and 
that therefore we will at our meeting together, 
humbly look up to God in Prayer, to be with us, 
to guide, aſſiſt and proſper us, in all our Endea- 
vours relating to his Glory, and our own and others 
Good. And inasmuch as the Society is of a re- 
ligious Intention, that we will, as Circumſtances 
for Time and particular Buſineſs will allow, ex- 
erciſe ourtelves in other Parts of religious Service, 
as reading,” and finging, together with religious 
Converſation, as we ſhall find ourſelves enabled ; 


and that we will conclude all our r Meckings with 
Cee 


. And inasmuch as we can't expect fully 
to ad now at firſt for all particular Circum- 
ſtances and Occaſions that may attend ſuch a So- 
ciety ; and that may affect the Order and Uleful- 
neſs of it; that we will from Time to Time 
particular Rules and Acts, as in our 
beſt Prudence we ſhall think needful for the Good 
of the Society, and to render it more extenſively 
uſeful. In Confirmation of all which we. have 
hereunto ſet our Hands, this ſeventeenth Day of 


March. Anno Domini. 1742. 
Ta „ 7 
5 . „ 
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Ro os O. 
L. N. O. J. 
N. D. F. H. Jun“ E. H. 
J. M. 1 E. M. 


Tursx, at their forming themſelves into a So- 


ciety, did by their Vote ſet apart the 16 Day of 
April following, to be publicly obſerved as a Day 


of Faſting and Prayer to ſeek of Gop his Bleſſing 


on them in their great and important Undertaking 


and ordered that their Brethren of the Place; 


ſhould be publicly invited to join with them in 


the Solemnities of the Day: In the former. Part 
of it, the People were entertained by the Rey? 


Mr. k, with a Diſcourſe from Ezeh. ix. 4. 


e The Lord ſaid unto him, go thro' the Midſt 
<« of the City, thro' the Midit of Feruſalem, and 
e ſet a Mark upon the Foreheads of the Men 
< that figh, and that cry for all the Abominations 
© that be done in the midſt thereof.” And in 
the after Part of the Day the Rev. Mr. **** dif- 
courſed from 2* Chron. viii. 9. Now be ye not 
« ſtiff-necked, as your Fathers were, but yield 
yourſelves unto the Lord, &c. ---for the Lord 
* your God is gracious and merciful, and will 
not turn away his Face from you, if ye return 
unto him.” And after the Public-Service, 


A 


Soxteen hs ons Joined themſe Ives to the Society. | 


ba 


jg ep feof, pore of wy 0 


E 


An hopeful Beginning this, an Example no doubt, 
worthy of Imitation. | eee 


Tis not ſtrange if ſome were ready with San- 
ballat of old, to mark, faying, © What do theſe 
« feeble Folk ?” And with Tobiab the Ammonite, 
i Even that which they build, if a Fox go up, 

ce he ſhall even break down their Stone-Wall.” 
But whatever the Succeſs, all whoſe Hearts were 
right with Gop in making, and faithful in keep- 
ing the Covenant, may be aſſured of Acceptance 
with Gop ; and that they ſhall not looſe their 
Reward. It was well accepted of the Loxp, that 
it was in David's Heart, to build an Houſe for 
his Name.----Where there is a willing Mind, it 
is accepted according to what a Man hath, &. 
Whoever engages with Spirit and Courage to ſup- 


© preſs the Vices of the Times, and to promote a 
general Reformation, will find the Powers of Hell 


and Earth in Confederacy againſt him ; but let 
not this diſcourage any from the Attempt, or diſ- 
hearten them in the Purſuit---fince their Work 
herein is with the Lokp, and their Reward with 
their Gop. Let them that fear the LoRp ſpeak 
often one to another for the Support and Advance- 
ment of his Honour in the World; the Lord 
will hearken and hear it, and a Book of Remem- _ 
brance will be written before him for them that 
fear him, and that think upon his Name ; and 
they ſhall be his in the Day that he makes up his 
Jewels, and he will ſpare them as a Man ſpares 
his own Son that ſerveth him. As in 30 of Mala- 
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Xvi. 17. So at length, as in the 18" Verſe, 
With which I cloſe, © ſhall ye diſcern betwee 
the Righteous and the Wicked, between hi 
e that ſerveth Gop, and him that ſerveth hi 

not.“) AME Ww. 1 
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